
Calvary Baptist Church
1400 Homer Rd. 
Minden, LA 71055

nonprofit org.

US postage paid

Minden, LA

Permit No. 17

    return service requested

PAGE 8	 MISSIONARY BAPTIST NEWS	 JULY 2024

July 2024 | Volume LXXIII Number 4

The MISSIONARY
BAPTIST NEWS

THE MB NEWS
Nathan Luellen 	����	Editor
Brandon Jones	������Assistant Editor
Margie Barnett	������Print Manager

 

THE MB NEWS
 (USPS 353-340) is published 
bimonthly for $1.00 per year 
by LMBIS, 102 Seminary Lane, 
Minden, LA 71055.  

Second class postage paid at 
Minden, LA.

POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to:  
THE MB NEWS 
P. O. Box 916, Minden, LA 71058 

Bookstore: 318-371-1111 
School: 318-377-5780 
info@lmbis.com
www.lmbis.org
facebook.com/lmbisminden

ABA MESSENGERS 
MEET

ENROLL NOW FOR FALL CLASSES
Enrollment is now open for both on campus and online classes for the fall semester beginning on 

August 5, 2024. Please visit www.lmbis.org or scan the code to the left for more information, or send an 
email to info@lmbis.org. Also, you may contact Bro. Nathan Luellen at (318) 542-2597 for any questions 

with on-campus enrollment. For online classes, please contact Bro. Micah Carter at (870) 831-9449.

Messengers of the 
American Baptist 
Association met for 
their 98th session in 
Springfield, Illinois 
on June 17-20, 2024. 
With 516 registered 
messengers and total 
attendees of around 
1,000 including guests, 
the theme for this 
year’s meeting was, 
“It’s All About Jesus.” With that in mind, Bro. Bryan Sellers 
of Arkansas called the meeting to order and delivered a 
powerful President’s Address about how that Jesus should 
be the focus of all that we do.

Bro. Nathan Luellen of 
Louisiana and Dean of LMBIS 
preached the annual sermon 
from Exodus 21:1-6 and 
Bro. Brant Lane of Kentucky 
brought the mission sermon 
by from Hebrews 12:1-2. The 
messengers voted to approve 
150 missionaries for salary 
support and designated 
support as well as to increase 
missionary salaries by 
3.06%. The messengers also 
approved a 3% increase in 

literature sales for the upcoming year.
The next messenger meeting will be held on June 16-19, 

2025, in Springfield, Missouri. Please mark your calendars 
and plan to attend.

President Bryan Sellers delivers the 
President’s Address.

HOMECOMING 
2024

Calvary Baptist Church of Minden, Louisiana is inviting 
everyone to attend the seventy-second Homecoming 
Services for Louisiana Missionary Baptist Institute and 
Seminary on Monday, August 5, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. The 
services will be held in the auditorium of Calvary church 
followed by lunch in their multipurpose building.

The faculty and staff of LMBIS 
have selected Bro. Dale Walker, 
pastor of Eastside Missionary 
Baptist Church in Gary, Texas to 
deliver the morning message. 
Special music and introductions 
will also be a part of the morning’s 
itinerary. Registration of new and 
returning students will be available 
in the afternoon. The Baptist 
Bookstore will be open all day.

Following lunch, the 
Alumni and Friends of 
LMBIS will be meeting 
in the chapel of the 
seminary. This group 
is open to all alumni, 
former students, and 
supporters of the 
seminary. For more 
information, please 
contact Bro. Monroe 
Mercer at (318) 655-
8359.

Bro. Nathan Luellen delivers 
the Annual Sermon.

Bogg Springs 
Family Camp 2024

464 campers attended 
Bogg Springs Family Camp 
from July 1-5, 2024. A total 
of twenty-six campers made 
professions of faith along 
with many other campers 
who made decisions for 
Christ. Next year’s camp is 
scheduled for June 30-July 4, 
2025. For more information, 
join Bogg Springs Family 
Camp group page on 
Facebook.

Second-Year LMBIS 
Student, Bro. Tommy 
Barrios, bringing a 
morning devotion.

Bro. Trey Emory, pastor 
of Hyde Park Baptist 
Church and Faculty 
Substitute at LMBIS, 
bringing an evening 
message.

Incoming First-Year 
LMBIS Student, Bro. 
Jeremiah Johnson, 
leading in morning 
pledges, songs, and 
devotions.

2025 BSFC Speakers

Mon PM: Cameron Hayes
Tues AM: Joseph Stacks
Tues PM: Todd Pickard
Wed AM: Colton Kelley
Wed PM: Jason Hebert
Thur AM: Mark Calogero
Thur PM: Micah Carter
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From the President

As we approach another school year, excitement fills the air. First-
year students are planning for their new seminary adventure, returning 
students are ready to get back into the school routine, and instructors and 
staff are ready to see the halls busy again. I would even say there is still 
a sense of child-like giddiness that flows through the veins as we start 
another school year at LMBIS.

Whenever a new year begins, people often ask, “What do y’all need?” 
The number one answer to that question is certain, we need more young 
men to surrender to God’s call to preach the gospel. While our student 
body size looks to be within our normal range, we still have many churches 
without pastors. Pray for men to answer God’s call, and then prepare for 
the ministry.

Practically, our needs are the usual. Our pantry is lean, so we need 
groceries to assist these men and their families. While our offerings have 
been good, we are always somewhat limited financially. Obviously, the 
more we have, the more we can do.

As friends of LMBIS, your assistance never goes unnoticed. I am 
reminded of a man in the book of Acts. Luke wrote, “And it came to pass, 
that he tarried many days in Joppa with one Simon a tanner” (Acts 9:43). 
Simon the tanner is an interesting consideration. Simon is known as the 
tanner because he tans hides for a living. He is mentioned in this verse, 
then again in Acts 10:6 and Acts 10:32. All three times he is mentioned, 
he is mentioned only as the host of Peter. This seems to be insignificant. 
But is it?

There was no necessity for the Lord to preserve this man’s name in His 
Word. The story would not have been any different if we were told that 
Peter was staying in a friend’s home. But God chose to have this man’s 
name recorded and preserved.

This goes to show us how valuable friendship is. Everyone needs 
friends. Peter’s public ministry was something that could have easily 
gotten him killed. He had to be careful who he trusted. Simon the tanner 
was completely trusted by Peter.

This also shows us how valuable support roles are. Most people know 
who Dale Earnhardt and Jeff Gordon are. They are renowned NASCAR 
drivers. But can anyone name their crew chiefs? What about the name 
of the guys in their pit crews? But everyone knows that neither of these 
famous drivers would have ever won a race without all those people 
who worked in roles to support the driver. Never, ever undervalue the 
importance of supporting others in their efforts to serve the Lord.

Not everyone was an apostle. Not everyone today is a preacher or works 
at a seminary. But everyone can do something to help. Simon the tanner 
will forever be remembered because he was a friend to Peter and allowed 
him to stay in his home. Thank you for everything you have done as a 
friend of LMBIS.

From the Dean of Students

Paul’s personal testimony went like this, “And I thank Christ Jesus our 
Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me 
into the ministry; Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and 
injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 
And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love 
which is in Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 1:12-14).

Paul rejoiced in his calling, recognizing that it was by God’s grace he 
was delivered from sin and put in a position to proclaim the life-saving 
message the world needed to hear. He acknowledged who he was 
previously, but focused on what the Lord did to get him where he was—a 
saved preacher of the gospel.

The calling to the gospel ministry is unique. This is an occupation that is 
not selected by those who are already involved but selected by God. It is a 
burden put upon certain men who are not necessarily seeking it, but they 
discover it when God lays it upon their hearts and minds. The recruitment 
into the ministry is not done at career days in schools, but in the silence 
of sleepless nights through the conviction of the Holy Spirit. The selection 
and qualification process are hidden from earth; only heaven can see the 
candidates as what they could be and not as they are.

Because the calling is so selective, it is special. It is different than 
any other job a man can do. God may lead men to serve in various 
capacities, but there is only one distinct calling that is unlike any other. 
Once answered, this call separates this man for life from those around 
him. He is considered “God’s man.” He is viewed as a “man of God.” This 
distinction directs him in every direction he goes, defines his every action, 
and dictates his purpose on earth. There is no retirement. It is a life-long 
calling. “For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance” (Romans 
11:29).

The world often views the calling as either misfortune or a 
miscalculation. To the unsaved, it is a great tragedy that a man would 
give up his own pursuits and the fulfillment of his own desires (however 
sinful) to live a seemingly boring life. Some even view the calling of God 
as a person being confused about what God wants them to do. The natural 
man cannot understand the man who wants to live for the spiritual.

Sadly, many carnal and immature Christians find themselves with that 
same mindset today. There was a time when parents swelled with pride 
when their son entered the ministry. That has been replaced with worry 
and handwringing. Some even discourage answering the call to preach 
by casting doubt, arguing worldly wisdom, and offering other “better” 
options. Even many church members look at those who are called with 
skepticism and doubt.

Paul, though, said he was thankful. Only a God-called man can say that. 
It is truly the greatest occupation—preaching the Word so that people can 
be saved and lives can be transformed. There is no other job like it!

Nathan Luellen

Oak Flat BC, Huntington, TX . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 300.00 
Oakridge MBC, Maud, TX . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 117.00 
Old Shongaloo MBC, Shongaloo, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Park MBC, Prescott, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 531.00 
Pettitt Memorial BC, Bogalusa, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Pleasant Springs BC, Springfield, AR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 390.00 
Promise Land BC, Hamburg, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 400.00 
Providence MBC, Center, TX . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Providence Landmark MBC, Thornton, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50.00 
Robert Slack, Minden, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 600.00 
Salem BC, Rusk, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Second Avenue MBC, Strong, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Shiloh MBC, Springhill, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
South Crossett BC, Crossett, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
State Line BC, Taylor, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 506.00 
Timpson MBC, Timpson, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 250.00 
Trinity MBC, Camden, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
Trinity BC, Doyline, LA . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 400.00 
Trinity BC, Carthage, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Union Heritage BC, Bogalusa, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50.00 
Unity MBC, Camden, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 350.00 
West Heights MBC, West Monroe, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 232.51 
White Rock MBC, Center, TX  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Rent & Utilities . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,060.00 
Sale of LMBIS Promotional Items (Caps, Mugs, T-shirts) .  .  . 770.03 
Refund from State Farm for Van Insurance .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5.16

Scholarship
B1 Bank—Interest .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 230.63 
Regions Bank—Interest .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1.75
Hunter & Lexi Wilkes Scholarship

David & Angela Parker, Jacksonville, FL  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 300.00 
Bill Westfall Scholarship

Glazier Peau MBC, Hot Springs, AR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 500.00

Pantry
Adams Chapel MBC, Chidester, AR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 400.00 
Central MBC, Pineville, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
Greg & Phyliss Hearnsberger, Hampton, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 150.00 
Landmark MBC, Libby, MT  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
Old Shongaloo MBC, Shongaloo, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
State Line BC, Taylor, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
Westside BC, Haynesville, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 150.00 
Whispering Pines MBC Ladies Auxiliary, Minden, LA .  .  .  .  .  . 65.00
Dot Lopez, Minden, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . groceries
Debbie Haynes, Shongaloo, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  books & clothes

LOUISIANA MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
INSTITUTE AND SEMINARY

May/June 2024
Balance Forwarded .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 59,122.80
Receipts .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 33,723.80
Disbursements . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 34,329.88
Balance .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 58,516.72

Receipts: General Operating Funds
Acadiana BC, Lafayette, LA . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50.00 
Adams Chapel MBC, Chidester, AR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 400.00 
Anonymous .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Bethel 2 BC, Rison, AR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 330.00 
Bethel MBC, New Orleans, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20.00 
Bethlehem BC, Joaquin, TX  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
Big Sky MBC, Dillon, MT .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50.00 
Bryan & Sandy Simoneaux, Enterprise, AL .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
Calvary BC, DeRidder, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 718.00 
Calvary BC, Magnolia, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 800.00 
Calvary BC, Sheridan, AR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Carthage MBC, Carthage, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 664.39 
Center MBC, Center, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Central MBC, Bastrop, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 900.00 
Central MBC, Pineville, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 600.00 
Central MBC, Warren, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Corinth BC, Stephens, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 150.00 
Corinth MBC, Timpson, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 400.00 
Delight BC, Delight, AR . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,709.00 
Denson Springs MBC, Grapeland, TX . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 300.00 
El Dorado MBC, El Dorado, AR . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 92.58 
Emmanuel MBC, Bogalusa, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Fellowship BC, Joaquin, TX . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 150.00 
First Baptist Church, Angie, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
First Baptist Church, Wells, TX  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 600.00 
First Springhill Association:

Calvary, Minden, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2,000.00 
Landmark, Stonewall , LA . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 190.00 
Liberty, Shreeport , LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Eastside, Minden, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 432.00 
Grace, Many, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 556.00 
Greenacres, Bossier City, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 600.00 
Heritage, Bossier City, LA . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,200.00 
Mansfield, Mansfield, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Old Sarepta, Sarepta, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,305.93 
Springhill, Springhill, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 182.00 
Stockwell Road, Bossier City, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 250.00 
Walnut Hilll, Vivian, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Whispering Pines, Minden, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1068.98

Forest Grove BC, Taylor, AR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Forest Grove BC, Taylor, AR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Gary Eastside BC, Gary, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4,878.78 
Grapeland MBC, Grapeland, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 400.00 
Hampton MBM, Hampton, AR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 70.00 
Hatley MBC, Amory, MS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 400.00 
Holleyman Chapel MBC, Maydelle, TX . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 400.00 
Hughes Springs MBC, Hughes Springs, TX . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Hyde Park BC, West Monroe, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
Joseph & Patsy Looney, Dekalb, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Landmark MBC, West Monroe, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00                                                   
Lawrence MBC, Loranger, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 41.44 
Linda Chavers Bobbitt, Shreveport, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
Lone Cedar BC, Joaquin, TX . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00  
Morris BC  Prescott, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 600.00 
Mt. Bethel MBC, Gary, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
New Home BC, Stephens, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 203.00    
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Mike Wilkes

Thank You for Being 
a Friend to LMBIS

No Greater 
Occupation
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My Call to Preach
By Collin Gregg
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Mark Clements

“Be thou diligent to know the state of 
thy flocks, and look well to thy herds. 
For riches are not for ever: and doth 
the crown endure to every generation?” 
(Proverbs 27:23, 24)

We believe that God is in control and will work all things together for 
the good of those who love Him and are called according to His purposes 
(Romans 8:28). But just because He can take what is bad and make it 
good does not give us the freedom to be careless stewards. Often in 
Scripture we are exhorted to take good care of what God has given to 
us and manage it wisely. Just as the prosperous farmer who assumed 
he would retire comfortably and built bigger barns was shocked by the 
brevity of his life (Luke 12:16-21), so we must not presume about the 
future, but must wisely manage what we have today.

I am honored to have been reelected by the messengers of ABA 
churches to serve another year as Editor in Chief at Bogard Press. The 
responsibility of stewarding our literature ministry weighs heavy. In 
addition to the 67 curriculum books we publish every quarter, we have 
15 Bible Challenge books and 25 VBS books to prepare and get off 
the press annually, along with an additional 40+ VBS items. We also 
prepare quarterly literature downloads, adult Bible study resources, 
maintain digital book versions on Kobo and update our current Bogard 
Press books and tracts as needed. Add to the list a few very ambitious 

literature goals such as developing a brand-new Teen Through-the-Bible 
curriculum to be launched Fall 2025, the creation of a new Children’s 
Through-the-Bible curriculum and promotional travel, and we have our 
hands full.

The literature ministry of the BSSC would not succeed without the 
ongoing support of God’s people and the devoted diligence of the 
employees of Bogard Press. We have faced some difficult days, and we 
know challenges lie ahead, but we want to be diligent stewards of the 
opportunities God has given us today. Please pray for us as we attempt 
to wisely manage this ministry in a God-honoring fashion.

Bro. Clements revealed the theme for the 2025 VBS at the ABA 
Messengrer Meeting. 

Bottom:
Mark Clements
Editor in Chief

I was blessed to be among the brethren in Springfield, Illinois for 
the annual messenger meeting. The singing and the preaching of the 
Word were great and encouraging blessings. The opportunity to hear 
the reports of missionaries from around the country and the world also 
was very encouraging. Some of the reports encouraged us to pray and 
so we do. I sincerely thank the messengers for the opportunity to serve 
the churches in the work at Texarkana. Always, I covet the prayers of the 
people of God as we seek to do His work.

Some of the projects on the building and grounds are in process. The 
front yard trees that were becoming a problem are being removed along 
with the stumps. Updating the front of the building will begin soon. We 
are waiting on the contractor to get time to do the job. Our new 15-Ton 
Air Conditioner is being installed as I type this report. We will begin the 
installation of the new paper cutter on July 9th. Updating the bathrooms 
also will begin soon. We are thankful that God has blessed us to do these 
updates.

The finances for Bogard Press and Baptist Bookstore have continued 
to improve through the year 2024. Our cash balance on January 1 was 
a little over $1.4 million and the cash balance increased to over $1.7 
million by June 1. Working in more efficient ways has made it possible 
to work with less cost involved in the process. We also have increased our 
pay levels for employees. This is even while the costs of operations have 
risen sharply due to the current inflation in our economy. God has been 

guiding us wisely and the Team has been at their best. We have some 
great folks working at Texarkana.

I recently enjoyed Homecoming services at Morris MBC in Prescott, 
Arkansas. I plan to attend the Florida State Meeting in July. A visit to the 
Bogg Springs Encampment also will bring joy to my heart as I have many 
fond and wonderful memories of events at the Bogg. Other opportunities 
to visit among the brethren will present themselves through the summer 
months and so I will be blessed. If you are in Texarkana, please come 
visit. If I can be of any service to you, please ask. Again, thank you for the 
opportunity to serve.

Top:
Jim Crain

Business Manager

There is a saying that says, 
“You can run, but you can’t 
hide.” This was true for me 
when dealing with the call to 
preach. The first time I felt like 
God might have been calling 
me to preach was the summer 
before my sophomore year of 
high school at the American 
Baptist Association annual 
messenger meeting. After the 
sermon, I had a weird feeling 
in my stomach, like when 
I was saved. Fast forward a 
few years to right before my 
senior year of high school. 
I was at church camp, and it 

was the last night. Bro. Micah Carter was preaching and during the invitation, 
I talked to my dad about the call to preach again, and we prayed about it 
again. I told myself that it had to be something else. I was going into my 
senior year of high school. I had school, sports, and college to think about, so I 
started teaching Sunday School to our youth group, and I told myself that that 
filled the conviction that I was feeling.

To tell the truth, I didn’t really want to 
preach. I had other plans. I love sports, and I 
wanted to be a coach. I told myself I could still 
impact others for Jesus by being a coach. I 
could lead a Bible Study, and I could help with 
a youth group. Another big reason that I didn’t 
really want to preach was because my dad 
was a preacher. Because of this, people would 
assume that I was also going to be a preacher 
and would ask me when I was going to surrender. I 
didn’t want to surrender to preach just because my dad did or because people 
thought I should. The only way that I was ever going to surrender to preach 
was going to be if I was 110% sure that that's what God was calling me to do.

After I graduated high school, I chose to attend Southern Arkansas 
University mainly because of the MBSF there. During the start of my second 
semester of my sophomore year, I felt like God was calling me to preach but 
this time the feeling was a lot stronger than it ever was before. I would go 
down and pray during the invitations, and I struggled with it a lot. One night 
after MBSF was over, one of the students came up to me when no one else 
was around and said can, “I ask you something?” I was kind of scared about 
what she was about to ask me.  She said, “Is there anything I could pray for you 
for? I felt like God was telling me I needed to pray for you.” I knew what she 
could pray for but said, “I don’t think so.” Then she asked if I had surrendered 
to preach, and I said no. After she left, I went outside and sat by the volleyball 
court, tears filling my eyes and thinking, “Did that just happen?” but I still told 
myself it was just a coincidence.  

After the night that the other MBSF student asked me about the call to 
preach, it was like every sermon I heard, the preacher mentioned something 
about the call to preach. Normally on Sundays, I went back to my church but 
this one Sunday I stayed and went to church at Calvary in Magnolia. Their 
missionary, Bro. Scott Bourland was preaching. Toward the end of his sermon, 
he said, “I wasn’t going to say this in my sermon but I felt like the Holy Spirit 
was telling me to say that maybe there is a young man who God is calling to 
preach.” In that moment I felt like he was talking directly to me. 

The next Sunday my MBSF group and I were at another church on deputation. 
Their next lesson in the Sunday School book was titled, “The Call.” The call to 
preach became all I could think about. I would just sit in my dorm room and 
constantly think about it. It was hard for me to think about anything else. The 
next Thursday night Bro. Donavan Jarvis mentioned it in his sermon at our 
MBSF meeting. I called my dad multiple times and talked to Bro. Donavan 
about it. Bro. Donavan told me if God is calling me to preach then do it. That 
next week the feeling was stronger every day. Before our next Thursday night 
service at SAU, I prayed and asked God that if he wanted me to surrender 
to preach then have the speaker mention something about surrendering to 
preach, and I would surrender. Bro. Joseph Stacks was preaching. As you can 
probably guess his sermon mentioned surrendering to preach. In fact, he not 
only mentioned it, but he also shared his testimony of running from the call 
to preach in college and how much better he felt after he finally surrendered. 

During the invitation, I pulled Bro. Donavan aside 
and said that it was time for me to surrender. I 
prayed right there and finally surrendered to 
the call to preach. I felt so much better after I 
finally answered the call.  

I am glad that God called me to preach and 
that He gave me the courage and boldness 
to answer the call. When I think about the 
call, I think about when God called Moses 
in Exodus 3 and Samuel in 1 Samuel 3. They 

both were called, but they had different answers 
to the call.  Moses said, “Who Am I?” while Samuel said, “Here Am I.”  Pray 
that God would call more men to preach and that those men would answer by 
saying “Here Am I”, not “Who Am I?” Also, pray for those who have answered 
the call that they would be able to lead people to Jesus.

- Bro. Collin is the son of Bro. Doug Gregg, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, 
Minden, Louisiana.

“And he said unto them, 
Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel 

to every creature.” 
(Mark 16:15)

Dr J. A. Crain, CEO of Bogard Press, 
recently presented Bro Richard Merritt 
with an appreciation plaque for 17 years 
of faithful service on the Baptist Sunday 
School Committee.



Bro. Jason Hebert, Lafayette, LA: 
June begins a summer grind that we have created and embrace on the 

mission field. When we first began the work, we tried a lot of things that 
did not seem to yield the kind of results we had hoped. So, we decided to 
do one thing and do it really good. As a result, Love On Lafayette was born 
and a huge part of that was our annual JAM (Jesus And Me) Camps. JAM 
Camps are basically our version of VBS. We put on activity and athletic 
based camps for children Kindergarten to 8th grade. We use those camps 
as a vehicle to share the Gospel and teach the Scripture! This year was our 
greatest JAM Camps ever! We praise God for an average attendance (NOT 
INCLUDING WORKERS and ADULTS) of 210 with a high attendance of 236 
and even greater than those numbers were that we had 3 trust in Christ as 
their Savior! To do this, we hosted 214 short term missionaries from 
Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida! We 
worshipped together every evening and, in the afternoons, went all over 
town sharing the Gospel through various ministries!

The following Sunday, we began our journey to Springfield, IL to attend 
the ABA meeting! This is such an encouraging meeting and allows us to 
reconnect with so many of you that support this work and can in person 
share with you the blessings of God and our appreciation! Thank you 
again for all you do for the work!
(Sponsored by Calvary MBC, Minden, Louisiana) 

Bro. Kevin Hutcheson, Sterlington, LA: 
We pray that this letter finds you in good health and hopefully 

somewhere cool that is offering you a break during this heat!

June was another good month. It started off with a great visit from a 
member of Calvary MBC in Magnolia, AR that has been a great 
encouragement to me over the last few months. He was interested in 
seeing where we are and where we plan to build so he drove over with 
some other mutual friends and we had some great fellowship. 

I am thankful that the Lord gave us another year to reconnect with 
everyone at our national meeting. It is always such a great time when we 
can come together and hear how the Lord is working all around our nation 
and the rest of the world. All of the business was handled cordially and in 
a God-honoring manner. The preaching was top notch and the reports 
from the missionaries were wonderful. This year, two members from Faith 
went to the meeting and it was pure joy having them there. They are 
excited about or association and ready for next year's meeting.

The greatest treat of this month is that I was given the privilege to teach 
at Promise Land's VBS. I am teaching the adult class and we have had as 
many as 52 in our class. As of this report, 5 kids have been saved! Great is 
the LORD and greatly to be praised!

We are beyond grateful to you for your faithful prayers and generous 
support. Please keep praying for us as we grow as a church and especially 
for the ones that I have invited to come. The fields are white and we are 
trusting that the Lord of the harvest is going to do something great!
(Sponsored by Promise Land MBC, Hamburg, Arkansas)

Bro. Brandon Jones (ABATech): 
ABATech finished out June with another camera install - this time at 

my home church of White Rock MBC of Center, Texas. I also had the 
privlidge of preaching a revival meeting at Eastfield BC of Mesquite, 
Texas, alongside Bro. Chase Reynolds and Bro. Mark Clements. This was 
a good meeting and a good time a fellowship with our friends. 

I have just placed a new order for equipment that will be installed at 
Grace BC in Hope, Indiana, where Bro. Scott Bourland is serving. Grace 
BC and ABATech have been partners since before Grace even held their 
first service, and they are faithful supporters of this ministry, not only 
monetarily and prayerfully, but Bro. Scott and members communicate 
with me regularly. They know what is going on in my kid's lives and they 
ask how they can pray for each of us specifically. Due to the distance and 
the fact that I now have a Monday-Friday job, I will have to fly to Indiana 
to do the project over a weekend in order to be back at work Monday 
morning. Please be in prayer for this project.

I have also received calls from a couple of churches that had run into 
issues with their cameras. These were minor issues and resolved by me 
connecting to the computer to update software. In one case, there was a 
computer issue in which I had the laptop mailed to me, and then I 
repaired it and mailed it back to to the church before the next Sunday. 
(Sponsored by White Rock MBC, Center, Texas)

To the Louisiana State Association of 
Regular Missionary Baptist Churches:

In 1924 several Missionary Baptist Churches established our state 
association. This year we celebrate 100 years since that first meeting. We 
will gather in November in the same city where it all began—Bogalusa, 
Louisiana. This meeting will not just be our annual meeting, but a 
celebration of this milestone.

At the 2023 Messenger meeting, I was given the authority to appoint a 
committee to prepare a presentation to celebrate our history. In that 
regard the Committee has two requests for your consideration:

(1) We are asking for any old photographs of previous state meetings, 
church buildings, church camps, or any other photographs that pertain 
to our state work. The Committee will select from these ones to be used 
in the presentation video. 

(2) We are requesting that all associating churches gather their 
congregations outside their buildings and take a group photo. 

Please submit these photographs to hello@calvaryminden.com. These 
need to be submitted no later than August 31, 2024. 

Let us work together to make this 100th meeting a blessing to our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ, and a celebration of all that He has done for our 
work here in Louisiana. Thank you in advance for your participation. If you 
have any questions, you may contact me at (318) 918-0454.

Bro. Cole Melton, 
Louisiana State Moderator
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MISSIONARY HIGHLIGHTS

The month of June saw many of our pastors and missionaries attend 
the annual messenger meeting of the churches of the American Baptist 
Association. The meeting was harmonious and much was accomplished to 
further mission work around the world. Brother Nathan Luellen brought 
the annual message and all hearts were blessed. Bro. Luellen is pastor of 
Stockwell Road MBC in Bossier City and former Louisiana Secretary-Treasurer 
of Missions. 

Coming up in July are various church camps that affect many of our 
churches in Louisiana. Family Camp at Bogg Springs is July 1-5. Rise Camp at 
Camp Glenwood is July 8-12. Many souls come to Jesus Christ at camp and 
we look forward to reports of decisions made at both of these camps. 

Vacation Bible School is also a ministry that many churches conduct during 
the month of June. This is always a time of high energy and a week of intense 
Bible instruction. Only God knows the total impact of the ministries of our 
churches. Keep all of them in your prayers.

Also in this report is a letter from the moderator of the Louisiana State 
Association. Please read it. It contains information about our 100th 
anniversary as an association and plans to make this meeting something 
special. I look forward to seeing all our friends in Bogalusa in November.

Yours for missions,
Ray Meigs

Louisiana State Missions Mailing Address:
PO Box 5972 - Shreveport, LA 71135

June 2024 Report
Gen. Operating Fund Beg. Balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               $2,502.19
Receipts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       $370.00
Disbursements  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 $100.00
Gen. Operating Fund Balance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   $2,872.19
Emergency Fund Balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       $3,355.05
Offerings for the Goal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          $1,729.67

ABA Secretary-Treasurer of Missions

June 2024 Report
BEGINNING BALANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                2,555,896.58
Receipts: 
Interstate Salaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      57,937.44
Foreign & National Salaries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              52,003.52
Designated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                            29,726.95

Undesignated  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         95,031.82

Sell of Missions Truck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   20,000.00

TOTAL RECEIVED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     254,699.073
BALANCE FOR SALARIES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              2,810,596.31
DISBURSEMENTS: 
Interstate Salaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      58,807.25
Foreign Salaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                        31,425.08
National Salaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       24,670.00
Designated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                            30,319.25
Salaries & Expenses of Sec.-Treas. Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    71,474.65
TOTAL DISBURSEMENT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                216,696.93
BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         2,593,899.38

We had a very good meeting and enjoyed a great time of fellowship 
at the assembly of the messengers in Springfield, IL. The preaching was 
powerful, the worship was moving, and the Lord was exalted. We were also 
blessed to hear from 80 different missionaries and the many good things 
that God is doing throughout the world. By the vote of the messengers, we 
have 150 missionaries, missionary helpers and mission ministries for this 
coming 2024-2025 associational year. The projected monthly payout for this 
coming year will be about $190,000 per month. Please be in prayer for our 
missionaries this coming year.

We ended last associational year with 4,895 professions of faith, 579 
baptisms and 122 received by letter or statement! Another blessing to rejoice 
over is for the month of June the recommended missionaries of the American 
Baptist Association reported 371 professions of faith and 93 baptisms!

The poster is being finalized and sent to print. We will mail that out as soon 
as we possibly can. In the next few months, we will also send out a promotional 
poster with information on our upcoming Thanksgiving Missions Offering. 
The goal this year for that special and vital offering is $350,000.

It is a high honor for me to serve the churches and missionaries of 
the American Baptist Association. Thank you for your confidence and 
encouragement as I serve in this position for another year. I am thankful to 
God for allowing me to do what He lets me do! Please keep my family and me 
in your prayers and know I am praying for you. If you would like me to come 
by to present ABA Missions or if I can help you in any way, please contact 
me. I am praying for a most fruitful year! May the Lord bless and use us all to 
advance His Kingdom for His honor. To God be the glory!

Keep on Keeping on, 
Justin Coburn

Louisiana State Secretary-Treasurer of Missions
Ray MeigsJustin Coburn
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Calvary MBC, Minden, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $200.00
Central MBC, Pineville, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  100.00
Forest Grove MBC, Taylor, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40.00
Grapeland MBC, Grapeland, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  200.00
Heritage MBC, Bossier City, LA . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  160.00
Landmark MBC, Stonewall, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40.00
Liberty MBC, Shreveport, LA . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  50.00
Mansfield MBC, Mansfield, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  50.00
State Line MBC, Taylor, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40.00
Whispering Pines MBC, Minden, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  50.00
Total . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $930.00



Bro. Jason Hebert, Lafayette, LA: 
June begins a summer grind that we have created and embrace on the 

mission field. When we first began the work, we tried a lot of things that 
did not seem to yield the kind of results we had hoped. So, we decided to 
do one thing and do it really good. As a result, Love On Lafayette was born 
and a huge part of that was our annual JAM (Jesus And Me) Camps. JAM 
Camps are basically our version of VBS. We put on activity and athletic 
based camps for children Kindergarten to 8th grade. We use those camps 
as a vehicle to share the Gospel and teach the Scripture! This year was our 
greatest JAM Camps ever! We praise God for an average attendance (NOT 
INCLUDING WORKERS and ADULTS) of 210 with a high attendance of 236 
and even greater than those numbers were that we had 3 trust in Christ as 
their Savior! To do this, we hosted 214 short term missionaries from 
Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida! We 
worshipped together every evening and, in the afternoons, went all over 
town sharing the Gospel through various ministries!

The following Sunday, we began our journey to Springfield, IL to attend 
the ABA meeting! This is such an encouraging meeting and allows us to 
reconnect with so many of you that support this work and can in person 
share with you the blessings of God and our appreciation! Thank you 
again for all you do for the work!
(Sponsored by Calvary MBC, Minden, Louisiana) 

Bro. Kevin Hutcheson, Sterlington, LA: 
We pray that this letter finds you in good health and hopefully 

somewhere cool that is offering you a break during this heat!

June was another good month. It started off with a great visit from a 
member of Calvary MBC in Magnolia, AR that has been a great 
encouragement to me over the last few months. He was interested in 
seeing where we are and where we plan to build so he drove over with 
some other mutual friends and we had some great fellowship. 

I am thankful that the Lord gave us another year to reconnect with 
everyone at our national meeting. It is always such a great time when we 
can come together and hear how the Lord is working all around our nation 
and the rest of the world. All of the business was handled cordially and in 
a God-honoring manner. The preaching was top notch and the reports 
from the missionaries were wonderful. This year, two members from Faith 
went to the meeting and it was pure joy having them there. They are 
excited about or association and ready for next year's meeting.

The greatest treat of this month is that I was given the privilege to teach 
at Promise Land's VBS. I am teaching the adult class and we have had as 
many as 52 in our class. As of this report, 5 kids have been saved! Great is 
the LORD and greatly to be praised!

We are beyond grateful to you for your faithful prayers and generous 
support. Please keep praying for us as we grow as a church and especially 
for the ones that I have invited to come. The fields are white and we are 
trusting that the Lord of the harvest is going to do something great!
(Sponsored by Promise Land MBC, Hamburg, Arkansas)

Bro. Brandon Jones (ABATech): 
ABATech finished out June with another camera install - this time at 

my home church of White Rock MBC of Center, Texas. I also had the 
privlidge of preaching a revival meeting at Eastfield BC of Mesquite, 
Texas, alongside Bro. Chase Reynolds and Bro. Mark Clements. This was 
a good meeting and a good time a fellowship with our friends. 

I have just placed a new order for equipment that will be installed at 
Grace BC in Hope, Indiana, where Bro. Scott Bourland is serving. Grace 
BC and ABATech have been partners since before Grace even held their 
first service, and they are faithful supporters of this ministry, not only 
monetarily and prayerfully, but Bro. Scott and members communicate 
with me regularly. They know what is going on in my kid's lives and they 
ask how they can pray for each of us specifically. Due to the distance and 
the fact that I now have a Monday-Friday job, I will have to fly to Indiana 
to do the project over a weekend in order to be back at work Monday 
morning. Please be in prayer for this project.

I have also received calls from a couple of churches that had run into 
issues with their cameras. These were minor issues and resolved by me 
connecting to the computer to update software. In one case, there was a 
computer issue in which I had the laptop mailed to me, and then I 
repaired it and mailed it back to to the church before the next Sunday. 
(Sponsored by White Rock MBC, Center, Texas)

To the Louisiana State Association of 
Regular Missionary Baptist Churches:

In 1924 several Missionary Baptist Churches established our state 
association. This year we celebrate 100 years since that first meeting. We 
will gather in November in the same city where it all began—Bogalusa, 
Louisiana. This meeting will not just be our annual meeting, but a 
celebration of this milestone.

At the 2023 Messenger meeting, I was given the authority to appoint a 
committee to prepare a presentation to celebrate our history. In that 
regard the Committee has two requests for your consideration:

(1) We are asking for any old photographs of previous state meetings, 
church buildings, church camps, or any other photographs that pertain 
to our state work. The Committee will select from these ones to be used 
in the presentation video. 

(2) We are requesting that all associating churches gather their 
congregations outside their buildings and take a group photo. 

Please submit these photographs to hello@calvaryminden.com. These 
need to be submitted no later than August 31, 2024. 

Let us work together to make this 100th meeting a blessing to our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ, and a celebration of all that He has done for our 
work here in Louisiana. Thank you in advance for your participation. If you 
have any questions, you may contact me at (318) 918-0454.

Bro. Cole Melton, 
Louisiana State Moderator
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MISSIONARY HIGHLIGHTS

The month of June saw many of our pastors and missionaries attend 
the annual messenger meeting of the churches of the American Baptist 
Association. The meeting was harmonious and much was accomplished to 
further mission work around the world. Brother Nathan Luellen brought 
the annual message and all hearts were blessed. Bro. Luellen is pastor of 
Stockwell Road MBC in Bossier City and former Louisiana Secretary-Treasurer 
of Missions. 

Coming up in July are various church camps that affect many of our 
churches in Louisiana. Family Camp at Bogg Springs is July 1-5. Rise Camp at 
Camp Glenwood is July 8-12. Many souls come to Jesus Christ at camp and 
we look forward to reports of decisions made at both of these camps. 

Vacation Bible School is also a ministry that many churches conduct during 
the month of June. This is always a time of high energy and a week of intense 
Bible instruction. Only God knows the total impact of the ministries of our 
churches. Keep all of them in your prayers.

Also in this report is a letter from the moderator of the Louisiana State 
Association. Please read it. It contains information about our 100th 
anniversary as an association and plans to make this meeting something 
special. I look forward to seeing all our friends in Bogalusa in November.

Yours for missions,
Ray Meigs

Louisiana State Missions Mailing Address:
PO Box 5972 - Shreveport, LA 71135

June 2024 Report
Gen. Operating Fund Beg. Balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               $2,502.19
Receipts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       $370.00
Disbursements  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 $100.00
Gen. Operating Fund Balance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   $2,872.19
Emergency Fund Balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       $3,355.05
Offerings for the Goal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          $1,729.67

ABA Secretary-Treasurer of Missions

June 2024 Report
BEGINNING BALANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                2,555,896.58
Receipts: 
Interstate Salaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      57,937.44
Foreign & National Salaries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              52,003.52
Designated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                            29,726.95

Undesignated  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         95,031.82

Sell of Missions Truck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   20,000.00

TOTAL RECEIVED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     254,699.073
BALANCE FOR SALARIES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              2,810,596.31
DISBURSEMENTS: 
Interstate Salaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      58,807.25
Foreign Salaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                        31,425.08
National Salaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       24,670.00
Designated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                            30,319.25
Salaries & Expenses of Sec.-Treas. Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    71,474.65
TOTAL DISBURSEMENT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                216,696.93
BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         2,593,899.38

We had a very good meeting and enjoyed a great time of fellowship 
at the assembly of the messengers in Springfield, IL. The preaching was 
powerful, the worship was moving, and the Lord was exalted. We were also 
blessed to hear from 80 different missionaries and the many good things 
that God is doing throughout the world. By the vote of the messengers, we 
have 150 missionaries, missionary helpers and mission ministries for this 
coming 2024-2025 associational year. The projected monthly payout for this 
coming year will be about $190,000 per month. Please be in prayer for our 
missionaries this coming year.

We ended last associational year with 4,895 professions of faith, 579 
baptisms and 122 received by letter or statement! Another blessing to rejoice 
over is for the month of June the recommended missionaries of the American 
Baptist Association reported 371 professions of faith and 93 baptisms!

The poster is being finalized and sent to print. We will mail that out as soon 
as we possibly can. In the next few months, we will also send out a promotional 
poster with information on our upcoming Thanksgiving Missions Offering. 
The goal this year for that special and vital offering is $350,000.

It is a high honor for me to serve the churches and missionaries of 
the American Baptist Association. Thank you for your confidence and 
encouragement as I serve in this position for another year. I am thankful to 
God for allowing me to do what He lets me do! Please keep my family and me 
in your prayers and know I am praying for you. If you would like me to come 
by to present ABA Missions or if I can help you in any way, please contact 
me. I am praying for a most fruitful year! May the Lord bless and use us all to 
advance His Kingdom for His honor. To God be the glory!

Keep on Keeping on, 
Justin Coburn

Louisiana State Secretary-Treasurer of Missions
Ray MeigsJustin Coburn

MISSIONARY BAPTIST NEWS 
May/June 2024

Calvary MBC, Minden, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $200.00
Central MBC, Pineville, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  100.00
Forest Grove MBC, Taylor, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40.00
Grapeland MBC, Grapeland, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  200.00
Heritage MBC, Bossier City, LA . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  160.00
Landmark MBC, Stonewall, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40.00
Liberty MBC, Shreveport, LA . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  50.00
Mansfield MBC, Mansfield, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  50.00
State Line MBC, Taylor, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40.00
Whispering Pines MBC, Minden, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  50.00
Total . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $930.00
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My Call to Preach
By Collin Gregg
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Mark Clements

“Be thou diligent to know the state of 
thy flocks, and look well to thy herds. 
For riches are not for ever: and doth 
the crown endure to every generation?” 
(Proverbs 27:23, 24)

We believe that God is in control and will work all things together for 
the good of those who love Him and are called according to His purposes 
(Romans 8:28). But just because He can take what is bad and make it 
good does not give us the freedom to be careless stewards. Often in 
Scripture we are exhorted to take good care of what God has given to 
us and manage it wisely. Just as the prosperous farmer who assumed 
he would retire comfortably and built bigger barns was shocked by the 
brevity of his life (Luke 12:16-21), so we must not presume about the 
future, but must wisely manage what we have today.

I am honored to have been reelected by the messengers of ABA 
churches to serve another year as Editor in Chief at Bogard Press. The 
responsibility of stewarding our literature ministry weighs heavy. In 
addition to the 67 curriculum books we publish every quarter, we have 
15 Bible Challenge books and 25 VBS books to prepare and get off 
the press annually, along with an additional 40+ VBS items. We also 
prepare quarterly literature downloads, adult Bible study resources, 
maintain digital book versions on Kobo and update our current Bogard 
Press books and tracts as needed. Add to the list a few very ambitious 

literature goals such as developing a brand-new Teen Through-the-Bible 
curriculum to be launched Fall 2025, the creation of a new Children’s 
Through-the-Bible curriculum and promotional travel, and we have our 
hands full.

The literature ministry of the BSSC would not succeed without the 
ongoing support of God’s people and the devoted diligence of the 
employees of Bogard Press. We have faced some difficult days, and we 
know challenges lie ahead, but we want to be diligent stewards of the 
opportunities God has given us today. Please pray for us as we attempt 
to wisely manage this ministry in a God-honoring fashion.

Bro. Clements revealed the theme for the 2025 VBS at the ABA 
Messengrer Meeting. 

Bottom:
Mark Clements
Editor in Chief

I was blessed to be among the brethren in Springfield, Illinois for 
the annual messenger meeting. The singing and the preaching of the 
Word were great and encouraging blessings. The opportunity to hear 
the reports of missionaries from around the country and the world also 
was very encouraging. Some of the reports encouraged us to pray and 
so we do. I sincerely thank the messengers for the opportunity to serve 
the churches in the work at Texarkana. Always, I covet the prayers of the 
people of God as we seek to do His work.

Some of the projects on the building and grounds are in process. The 
front yard trees that were becoming a problem are being removed along 
with the stumps. Updating the front of the building will begin soon. We 
are waiting on the contractor to get time to do the job. Our new 15-Ton 
Air Conditioner is being installed as I type this report. We will begin the 
installation of the new paper cutter on July 9th. Updating the bathrooms 
also will begin soon. We are thankful that God has blessed us to do these 
updates.

The finances for Bogard Press and Baptist Bookstore have continued 
to improve through the year 2024. Our cash balance on January 1 was 
a little over $1.4 million and the cash balance increased to over $1.7 
million by June 1. Working in more efficient ways has made it possible 
to work with less cost involved in the process. We also have increased our 
pay levels for employees. This is even while the costs of operations have 
risen sharply due to the current inflation in our economy. God has been 

guiding us wisely and the Team has been at their best. We have some 
great folks working at Texarkana.

I recently enjoyed Homecoming services at Morris MBC in Prescott, 
Arkansas. I plan to attend the Florida State Meeting in July. A visit to the 
Bogg Springs Encampment also will bring joy to my heart as I have many 
fond and wonderful memories of events at the Bogg. Other opportunities 
to visit among the brethren will present themselves through the summer 
months and so I will be blessed. If you are in Texarkana, please come 
visit. If I can be of any service to you, please ask. Again, thank you for the 
opportunity to serve.

Top:
Jim Crain

Business Manager

There is a saying that says, 
“You can run, but you can’t 
hide.” This was true for me 
when dealing with the call to 
preach. The first time I felt like 
God might have been calling 
me to preach was the summer 
before my sophomore year of 
high school at the American 
Baptist Association annual 
messenger meeting. After the 
sermon, I had a weird feeling 
in my stomach, like when 
I was saved. Fast forward a 
few years to right before my 
senior year of high school. 
I was at church camp, and it 

was the last night. Bro. Micah Carter was preaching and during the invitation, 
I talked to my dad about the call to preach again, and we prayed about it 
again. I told myself that it had to be something else. I was going into my 
senior year of high school. I had school, sports, and college to think about, so I 
started teaching Sunday School to our youth group, and I told myself that that 
filled the conviction that I was feeling.

To tell the truth, I didn’t really want to 
preach. I had other plans. I love sports, and I 
wanted to be a coach. I told myself I could still 
impact others for Jesus by being a coach. I 
could lead a Bible Study, and I could help with 
a youth group. Another big reason that I didn’t 
really want to preach was because my dad 
was a preacher. Because of this, people would 
assume that I was also going to be a preacher 
and would ask me when I was going to surrender. I 
didn’t want to surrender to preach just because my dad did or because people 
thought I should. The only way that I was ever going to surrender to preach 
was going to be if I was 110% sure that that's what God was calling me to do.

After I graduated high school, I chose to attend Southern Arkansas 
University mainly because of the MBSF there. During the start of my second 
semester of my sophomore year, I felt like God was calling me to preach but 
this time the feeling was a lot stronger than it ever was before. I would go 
down and pray during the invitations, and I struggled with it a lot. One night 
after MBSF was over, one of the students came up to me when no one else 
was around and said can, “I ask you something?” I was kind of scared about 
what she was about to ask me.  She said, “Is there anything I could pray for you 
for? I felt like God was telling me I needed to pray for you.” I knew what she 
could pray for but said, “I don’t think so.” Then she asked if I had surrendered 
to preach, and I said no. After she left, I went outside and sat by the volleyball 
court, tears filling my eyes and thinking, “Did that just happen?” but I still told 
myself it was just a coincidence.  

After the night that the other MBSF student asked me about the call to 
preach, it was like every sermon I heard, the preacher mentioned something 
about the call to preach. Normally on Sundays, I went back to my church but 
this one Sunday I stayed and went to church at Calvary in Magnolia. Their 
missionary, Bro. Scott Bourland was preaching. Toward the end of his sermon, 
he said, “I wasn’t going to say this in my sermon but I felt like the Holy Spirit 
was telling me to say that maybe there is a young man who God is calling to 
preach.” In that moment I felt like he was talking directly to me. 

The next Sunday my MBSF group and I were at another church on deputation. 
Their next lesson in the Sunday School book was titled, “The Call.” The call to 
preach became all I could think about. I would just sit in my dorm room and 
constantly think about it. It was hard for me to think about anything else. The 
next Thursday night Bro. Donavan Jarvis mentioned it in his sermon at our 
MBSF meeting. I called my dad multiple times and talked to Bro. Donavan 
about it. Bro. Donavan told me if God is calling me to preach then do it. That 
next week the feeling was stronger every day. Before our next Thursday night 
service at SAU, I prayed and asked God that if he wanted me to surrender 
to preach then have the speaker mention something about surrendering to 
preach, and I would surrender. Bro. Joseph Stacks was preaching. As you can 
probably guess his sermon mentioned surrendering to preach. In fact, he not 
only mentioned it, but he also shared his testimony of running from the call 
to preach in college and how much better he felt after he finally surrendered. 

During the invitation, I pulled Bro. Donavan aside 
and said that it was time for me to surrender. I 
prayed right there and finally surrendered to 
the call to preach. I felt so much better after I 
finally answered the call.  

I am glad that God called me to preach and 
that He gave me the courage and boldness 
to answer the call. When I think about the 
call, I think about when God called Moses 
in Exodus 3 and Samuel in 1 Samuel 3. They 

both were called, but they had different answers 
to the call.  Moses said, “Who Am I?” while Samuel said, “Here Am I.”  Pray 
that God would call more men to preach and that those men would answer by 
saying “Here Am I”, not “Who Am I?” Also, pray for those who have answered 
the call that they would be able to lead people to Jesus.

- Bro. Collin is the son of Bro. Doug Gregg, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, 
Minden, Louisiana.

“And he said unto them, 
Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel 

to every creature.” 
(Mark 16:15)

Dr J. A. Crain, CEO of Bogard Press, 
recently presented Bro Richard Merritt 
with an appreciation plaque for 17 years 
of faithful service on the Baptist Sunday 
School Committee.
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From the President

As we approach another school year, excitement fills the air. First-
year students are planning for their new seminary adventure, returning 
students are ready to get back into the school routine, and instructors and 
staff are ready to see the halls busy again. I would even say there is still 
a sense of child-like giddiness that flows through the veins as we start 
another school year at LMBIS.

Whenever a new year begins, people often ask, “What do y’all need?” 
The number one answer to that question is certain, we need more young 
men to surrender to God’s call to preach the gospel. While our student 
body size looks to be within our normal range, we still have many churches 
without pastors. Pray for men to answer God’s call, and then prepare for 
the ministry.

Practically, our needs are the usual. Our pantry is lean, so we need 
groceries to assist these men and their families. While our offerings have 
been good, we are always somewhat limited financially. Obviously, the 
more we have, the more we can do.

As friends of LMBIS, your assistance never goes unnoticed. I am 
reminded of a man in the book of Acts. Luke wrote, “And it came to pass, 
that he tarried many days in Joppa with one Simon a tanner” (Acts 9:43). 
Simon the tanner is an interesting consideration. Simon is known as the 
tanner because he tans hides for a living. He is mentioned in this verse, 
then again in Acts 10:6 and Acts 10:32. All three times he is mentioned, 
he is mentioned only as the host of Peter. This seems to be insignificant. 
But is it?

There was no necessity for the Lord to preserve this man’s name in His 
Word. The story would not have been any different if we were told that 
Peter was staying in a friend’s home. But God chose to have this man’s 
name recorded and preserved.

This goes to show us how valuable friendship is. Everyone needs 
friends. Peter’s public ministry was something that could have easily 
gotten him killed. He had to be careful who he trusted. Simon the tanner 
was completely trusted by Peter.

This also shows us how valuable support roles are. Most people know 
who Dale Earnhardt and Jeff Gordon are. They are renowned NASCAR 
drivers. But can anyone name their crew chiefs? What about the name 
of the guys in their pit crews? But everyone knows that neither of these 
famous drivers would have ever won a race without all those people 
who worked in roles to support the driver. Never, ever undervalue the 
importance of supporting others in their efforts to serve the Lord.

Not everyone was an apostle. Not everyone today is a preacher or works 
at a seminary. But everyone can do something to help. Simon the tanner 
will forever be remembered because he was a friend to Peter and allowed 
him to stay in his home. Thank you for everything you have done as a 
friend of LMBIS.

From the Dean of Students

Paul’s personal testimony went like this, “And I thank Christ Jesus our 
Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me 
into the ministry; Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and 
injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 
And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love 
which is in Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 1:12-14).

Paul rejoiced in his calling, recognizing that it was by God’s grace he 
was delivered from sin and put in a position to proclaim the life-saving 
message the world needed to hear. He acknowledged who he was 
previously, but focused on what the Lord did to get him where he was—a 
saved preacher of the gospel.

The calling to the gospel ministry is unique. This is an occupation that is 
not selected by those who are already involved but selected by God. It is a 
burden put upon certain men who are not necessarily seeking it, but they 
discover it when God lays it upon their hearts and minds. The recruitment 
into the ministry is not done at career days in schools, but in the silence 
of sleepless nights through the conviction of the Holy Spirit. The selection 
and qualification process are hidden from earth; only heaven can see the 
candidates as what they could be and not as they are.

Because the calling is so selective, it is special. It is different than 
any other job a man can do. God may lead men to serve in various 
capacities, but there is only one distinct calling that is unlike any other. 
Once answered, this call separates this man for life from those around 
him. He is considered “God’s man.” He is viewed as a “man of God.” This 
distinction directs him in every direction he goes, defines his every action, 
and dictates his purpose on earth. There is no retirement. It is a life-long 
calling. “For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance” (Romans 
11:29).

The world often views the calling as either misfortune or a 
miscalculation. To the unsaved, it is a great tragedy that a man would 
give up his own pursuits and the fulfillment of his own desires (however 
sinful) to live a seemingly boring life. Some even view the calling of God 
as a person being confused about what God wants them to do. The natural 
man cannot understand the man who wants to live for the spiritual.

Sadly, many carnal and immature Christians find themselves with that 
same mindset today. There was a time when parents swelled with pride 
when their son entered the ministry. That has been replaced with worry 
and handwringing. Some even discourage answering the call to preach 
by casting doubt, arguing worldly wisdom, and offering other “better” 
options. Even many church members look at those who are called with 
skepticism and doubt.

Paul, though, said he was thankful. Only a God-called man can say that. 
It is truly the greatest occupation—preaching the Word so that people can 
be saved and lives can be transformed. There is no other job like it!

Nathan Luellen

Oak Flat BC, Huntington, TX . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 300.00 
Oakridge MBC, Maud, TX . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 117.00 
Old Shongaloo MBC, Shongaloo, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Park MBC, Prescott, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 531.00 
Pettitt Memorial BC, Bogalusa, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Pleasant Springs BC, Springfield, AR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 390.00 
Promise Land BC, Hamburg, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 400.00 
Providence MBC, Center, TX . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Providence Landmark MBC, Thornton, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50.00 
Robert Slack, Minden, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 600.00 
Salem BC, Rusk, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Second Avenue MBC, Strong, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Shiloh MBC, Springhill, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
South Crossett BC, Crossett, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
State Line BC, Taylor, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 506.00 
Timpson MBC, Timpson, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 250.00 
Trinity MBC, Camden, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
Trinity BC, Doyline, LA . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 400.00 
Trinity BC, Carthage, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Union Heritage BC, Bogalusa, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50.00 
Unity MBC, Camden, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 350.00 
West Heights MBC, West Monroe, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 232.51 
White Rock MBC, Center, TX  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Rent & Utilities . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,060.00 
Sale of LMBIS Promotional Items (Caps, Mugs, T-shirts) .  .  . 770.03 
Refund from State Farm for Van Insurance .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5.16

Scholarship
B1 Bank—Interest .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 230.63 
Regions Bank—Interest .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1.75
Hunter & Lexi Wilkes Scholarship

David & Angela Parker, Jacksonville, FL  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 300.00 
Bill Westfall Scholarship

Glazier Peau MBC, Hot Springs, AR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 500.00

Pantry
Adams Chapel MBC, Chidester, AR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 400.00 
Central MBC, Pineville, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
Greg & Phyliss Hearnsberger, Hampton, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 150.00 
Landmark MBC, Libby, MT  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
Old Shongaloo MBC, Shongaloo, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
State Line BC, Taylor, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
Westside BC, Haynesville, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 150.00 
Whispering Pines MBC Ladies Auxiliary, Minden, LA .  .  .  .  .  . 65.00
Dot Lopez, Minden, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . groceries
Debbie Haynes, Shongaloo, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  books & clothes

LOUISIANA MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
INSTITUTE AND SEMINARY

May/June 2024
Balance Forwarded .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 59,122.80
Receipts .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 33,723.80
Disbursements . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 34,329.88
Balance .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 58,516.72

Receipts: General Operating Funds
Acadiana BC, Lafayette, LA . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50.00 
Adams Chapel MBC, Chidester, AR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 400.00 
Anonymous .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Bethel 2 BC, Rison, AR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 330.00 
Bethel MBC, New Orleans, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20.00 
Bethlehem BC, Joaquin, TX  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
Big Sky MBC, Dillon, MT .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50.00 
Bryan & Sandy Simoneaux, Enterprise, AL .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
Calvary BC, DeRidder, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 718.00 
Calvary BC, Magnolia, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 800.00 
Calvary BC, Sheridan, AR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Carthage MBC, Carthage, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 664.39 
Center MBC, Center, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Central MBC, Bastrop, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 900.00 
Central MBC, Pineville, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 600.00 
Central MBC, Warren, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Corinth BC, Stephens, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 150.00 
Corinth MBC, Timpson, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 400.00 
Delight BC, Delight, AR . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,709.00 
Denson Springs MBC, Grapeland, TX . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 300.00 
El Dorado MBC, El Dorado, AR . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 92.58 
Emmanuel MBC, Bogalusa, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Fellowship BC, Joaquin, TX . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 150.00 
First Baptist Church, Angie, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
First Baptist Church, Wells, TX  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 600.00 
First Springhill Association:

Calvary, Minden, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2,000.00 
Landmark, Stonewall , LA . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 190.00 
Liberty, Shreeport , LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Eastside, Minden, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 432.00 
Grace, Many, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 556.00 
Greenacres, Bossier City, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 600.00 
Heritage, Bossier City, LA . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,200.00 
Mansfield, Mansfield, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Old Sarepta, Sarepta, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,305.93 
Springhill, Springhill, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 182.00 
Stockwell Road, Bossier City, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 250.00 
Walnut Hilll, Vivian, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Whispering Pines, Minden, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1068.98

Forest Grove BC, Taylor, AR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Forest Grove BC, Taylor, AR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Gary Eastside BC, Gary, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4,878.78 
Grapeland MBC, Grapeland, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 400.00 
Hampton MBM, Hampton, AR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 70.00 
Hatley MBC, Amory, MS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 400.00 
Holleyman Chapel MBC, Maydelle, TX . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 400.00 
Hughes Springs MBC, Hughes Springs, TX . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Hyde Park BC, West Monroe, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
Joseph & Patsy Looney, Dekalb, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
Landmark MBC, West Monroe, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00                                                   
Lawrence MBC, Loranger, LA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 41.44 
Linda Chavers Bobbitt, Shreveport, LA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100.00 
Lone Cedar BC, Joaquin, TX . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00  
Morris BC  Prescott, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 600.00 
Mt. Bethel MBC, Gary, TX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200.00 
New Home BC, Stephens, AR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 203.00    
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Mike Wilkes

Thank You for Being 
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No Greater 
Occupation
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ABA MESSENGERS 
MEET

ENROLL NOW FOR FALL CLASSES
Enrollment is now open for both on campus and online classes for the fall semester beginning on 

August 5, 2024. Please visit www.lmbis.org or scan the code to the left for more information, or send an 
email to info@lmbis.org. Also, you may contact Bro. Nathan Luellen at (318) 542-2597 for any questions 

with on-campus enrollment. For online classes, please contact Bro. Micah Carter at (870) 831-9449.

Messengers of the 
American Baptist 
Association met for 
their 98th session in 
Springfield, Illinois 
on June 17-20, 2024. 
With 516 registered 
messengers and total 
attendees of around 
1,000 including guests, 
the theme for this 
year’s meeting was, 
“It’s All About Jesus.” With that in mind, Bro. Bryan Sellers 
of Arkansas called the meeting to order and delivered a 
powerful President’s Address about how that Jesus should 
be the focus of all that we do.

Bro. Nathan Luellen of 
Louisiana and Dean of LMBIS 
preached the annual sermon 
from Exodus 21:1-6 and 
Bro. Brant Lane of Kentucky 
brought the mission sermon 
by from Hebrews 12:1-2. The 
messengers voted to approve 
150 missionaries for salary 
support and designated 
support as well as to increase 
missionary salaries by 
3.06%. The messengers also 
approved a 3% increase in 

literature sales for the upcoming year.
The next messenger meeting will be held on June 16-19, 

2025, in Springfield, Missouri. Please mark your calendars 
and plan to attend.

President Bryan Sellers delivers the 
President’s Address.

HOMECOMING 
2024

Calvary Baptist Church of Minden, Louisiana is inviting 
everyone to attend the seventy-second Homecoming 
Services for Louisiana Missionary Baptist Institute and 
Seminary on Monday, August 5, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. The 
services will be held in the auditorium of Calvary church 
followed by lunch in their multipurpose building.

The faculty and staff of LMBIS 
have selected Bro. Dale Walker, 
pastor of Eastside Missionary 
Baptist Church in Gary, Texas to 
deliver the morning message. 
Special music and introductions 
will also be a part of the morning’s 
itinerary. Registration of new and 
returning students will be available 
in the afternoon. The Baptist 
Bookstore will be open all day.

Following lunch, the 
Alumni and Friends of 
LMBIS will be meeting 
in the chapel of the 
seminary. This group 
is open to all alumni, 
former students, and 
supporters of the 
seminary. For more 
information, please 
contact Bro. Monroe 
Mercer at (318) 655-
8359.

Bro. Nathan Luellen delivers 
the Annual Sermon.

Bogg Springs 
Family Camp 2024

464 campers attended 
Bogg Springs Family Camp 
from July 1-5, 2024. A total 
of twenty-six campers made 
professions of faith along 
with many other campers 
who made decisions for 
Christ. Next year’s camp is 
scheduled for June 30-July 4, 
2025. For more information, 
join Bogg Springs Family 
Camp group page on 
Facebook.

Second-Year LMBIS 
Student, Bro. Tommy 
Barrios, bringing a 
morning devotion.

Bro. Trey Emory, pastor 
of Hyde Park Baptist 
Church and Faculty 
Substitute at LMBIS, 
bringing an evening 
message.

Incoming First-Year 
LMBIS Student, Bro. 
Jeremiah Johnson, 
leading in morning 
pledges, songs, and 
devotions.

2025 BSFC Speakers

Mon PM: Cameron Hayes
Tues AM: Joseph Stacks
Tues PM: Todd Pickard
Wed AM: Colton Kelley
Wed PM: Jason Hebert
Thur AM: Mark Calogero
Thur PM: Micah Carter


